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Introduction

The national government in the United States is also referred to as the federal system of governance.  The federal governance system divides the power and responsibilities between the national government and the states governments. The United States constitution lay out the necessary procedures required to ensure everything is in place. This essay discusses the various powers (delegated powers, concurrent powers, limitations to the states, and national supremacy) of the national governments, its limitations as well as its relationship to the states.  On the second part of the, the essay compare and contrast the properties and elements of the civic and criminal law (Blondel, 2016)

Powers of the National Government

The national government consists of three branches which are judicial, executive and legislative. The powers of the national government are vested in the Congress, in the federal courts, and the president as outlined in the United States Constitution. Powers, as well as duties of the three branches, are further defined by the acts of Congress. The national government has delegated powers (Kelemen, 2013). These powers are outlined in the United States Constitution.  The delegated powers limits what a congress can do as well as defining what the Congress is in charge of regulating. It is a power given to the government. Examples of such powers include the powers to declare war, the coining powers as well as powers to make treaties with other nations (Blondel, 2016).

On the other hand, there is concurrent power which is given both to the federal government as well as to the states. Examples of concurrent powers include education, public safety, enforcing education among others. There is still a reserved power which is usually reserved for the states. Examples of reserved powers include the setting up of local governments as well as determining the speed limits (Kelemen, 2013). The national supremacy is contained in the supremacy clause of the United States Constitution. The clause establishes that, the constitution, the federal or national laws developed under it as well as the national treaties made under its authority constitute the supremacy of the law. Hence the courts of the state are bound to the supremacy of the law. When there is a conflict between the federal and states law, then the federal law must apply which limits the national supremacy.

Criminal Law versus Civil Law
The United States legal system consists of two essential types of law which are categorized as civil as well as criminal law. However, although the two laws have different categories, there some commonality observed in both laws (Blondel, 2016). This part look at the differences as well as similarities between criminal laws as well as the civic laws. Both the civic and criminal laws contain the violation of the state’s rules as well as the federal regulations (Ashworth, & Horder, 2013). In both cases, the matters are accused or instead argued in a court presided by a qualified judicial officer. In both cases, the person should move to the court for an order. Both civil and criminal laws are represented in the laws or the court of law and matters determined by the evidence presented in the court.

However, the primary differences between the criminal and civil laws are the former involve the crime against a particular party or a person. The criminal laws affect the crime against society, government as well as states (Ashworth, & Horder, 2013).  In most cases, the civil cases are represented by the individuals while the criminal cases are brought to courts by states, local government or even federal governments in response to a violation of the rules.
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